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Some publications questioning the future role of 
natural gas 
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Overview on the current initiatives by Authorities 

EU Governance Regulation 2018/1999  
Article 16 - Strategic plan for methane 

Tender: "Limiting methane emissions in the energy sector” 
 

Methane Supply Index (indicator of methane footprint) of the gas supply corridors to the EU 
(Norway, Russia, North-Africa, LNG and in the future, the Caspian route) 

Conclusion of 31st Madrid Forum, October 2018 
 

GIE & MARCOGAZ report  on the potential ways the gas industry can contribute to the 
reduction of methane emissions 

Climate Action Summit (UN)  
New York, September 2019 

Given the scale of the challenge, the EC is 
exploring further ways to better measure and 

report methane emissions across all 
hydrocarbon industries and reduce methane 
emissions from energy production and use. 
There is still a significant potential to reduce 

emissions with low costs. 
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European “Green Deal” 
 

Furthermore, TSOs, storage operators (SSOs) and LNG operators (LSOs) should be obliged to 
measure and report their methane emissions according to a standard methodology. The data 
should be publicly available through a European Methane Emissions Observatory as well as in the 
audited annual reports of the operators, which should also cover other sources of methane emissions. 
The measurements should be followed by an action plan at system operator level to address emissions.  

Overview on the current initiatives by Authorities 
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Gas industry initiatives 

 Several collaboration initiatives 
(on voluntary basis). 
 

 Gas industry contributes to increasing transparency 
via studies, research, analysis and initiatives, in order 
to overcome the uncertainty about CH4 emissions. 

Methane Guiding 
Principles 
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Current status of EU CH4 emissions (data 2016) 
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CH4
gas sector

Total EU GHG emissions 
(in CO2-eq) 

CH4 emissions from EU 
natural gas operations 

Source: Elaborated by the authors based on European European Environment Agency GHG report  

CH4 emissions per source 
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Terms of Reference 
 
 

Organisation of the project 

Project plan 
 
 

1st WS (Brussels) - Almost 50 participants representing 37 organizations covering the entire gas chain, from 
production to utilization, the EC and NGOs 

2nd WS (Geneva) – More than 90 participants representing gas industry, the EC, international institutions, NGOs and 
academics. Representatives from Third Countries 
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Report - Contributions from representatives of 
the entire gas chain 
 From production to utilisation, including biomethane plants 
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       Reflecting 
Situation 
in Europe 

Work 
achieved 

 
Ongoing 

initiatives,
projects, 

next steps 
 

Challenges 
and gaps 
Identified 

Entire gas 
value 
chain  

 
All 

methane 
emissions 

 

        Covering 

The role of the industry in reducing methane 
emissions 
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Report – Contents 

The 
Report 

Current 
Status 

Actions 
undertaken 
by the gas 

industry until 
now 

Ongoing 
Initiatives 

Action 
Plan 
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Action 
Plan 

Report – Contents 

Current 
Status 

Actions undertaken 
by the gas industry 

until now 

Including 
Ongoing 
Initiatives 

Methane 
emissions is 
not a new 

topic for the 
gas industry 

Identification QuantificationDetection Reporting Verification Mitigation
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Report – Contents 

Tools and 
technologies Continuous 

progress 

BATs 

Innovation 

Reduction 
targets 

Collaborative 
Initiatives 
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Report - Summary of existing activities 

 The systematic approach to identify, detect, 

quantify, report and verify emissions is essential to 

close the current knowledge gap and enable gas 

industry to prioritise and allocate capital and 

human resources to efficiently target methane 

emissions at the lowest abatement cost. 
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After the report - Action plan 

Action 
Plan 

Dissemination activities and training programmes organise between GIE and 
MARCOGAZ based on the report 

Brochure already published 

First training programme will take place on 26-27 
November in Vienna  

Dissemination activities: 
 Madrid Forum 
 IGU Committees 
 GasNaturally WS 
 EGATEC 2019 
 … 
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Action 
Plan 

After the report - Action plan 

Standardisation 
& Measurement  

 
 

Mitigation & 
Reporting  

 
 
 

Awareness 

AROUND 60 MAIN ACTIONS 
Identification QuantificationDetection Reporting Verification Mitigation



Thank you. 
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